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We understand that poor behaviour is a form of communication.  
 
The majority of the children we work with are either on the Autistic Spectrum (AS) or are struggling 
with attachment issues. We also work with children with Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD), 
Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD). A majority have also experienced traumatic life events 
commonly referred to as Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs). All our children struggle with 
anxiety and low self-esteem which often results in disengagement and poor behaviour. 
 
We also understand that needs change according to environment. 
 
At the farm, where anxieties fall away, we help children to explore the reasons for their difficulties in 
self and social management. By providing a wide range of engaging, curriculum linked activities that 
help them explore who they are and the consequences of their actions. 
 
We also work closely with referring schools and parents/carers to develop a deeper understanding of a 
child’s additional needs that help maximise the effectiveness of support back in school.  
 
A focus on positive experiences develops inner strength, positive emotions and resilience. 
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Impact 
Since September 2015 we have worked with 70 children form 37 Sheffield primary schools. 
End of placement questionnaire completed by schools; 
75%  report that pupil behaviour and engagement in lessons improved 
81%  report pupil self-esteem improved 
89% report that number of fixed term exclusions and severity if incidents reduced, where this had been an 

issue 
100% report programme was of benefit to attending staff 
100% report they would consider us for future placements 

 
Programme Details 

 We ask for a commitment of 1 day a week for 
12 weeks and then 6 week blocks thereafter  

 Attendance with a school support worker is 

essential, not just from a safeguarding 
perspective but because the support worker 
acts as a bridge between the work we do at the 
farm and support development in school. 

 All sessions are individualised and 
differentiated to meet each learners needs. 

 A mixture of class and outdoor based activities 
including our ‘Therapets’ sessions and Forest 
Schools 

 Literacy and numeracy embedded throughout. 

 High staff to pupil ratio. Programme developed and run by qualified and experienced primary school 
teacher. 

 All staff, assistants, volunteers and students on work placements are DBS checked to the appropriate 
level and are Team Teach and first aid trained. 

 We continually assess personal, emotional and social skills providing regular verbal, written and 
graphical feedback to schools. We are also able to attend pupil review meetings or hold them at the 
farm. Our written feedback adopts a Signs of Safety methodology. 

 

 
                 Example of our on-programme Wellbeing Assessment.  
 
Full details of our curriculum and assessment processes are available on request 
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Referral Routes 

 

 Via the Sheffield City Council Primary Inclusion Panel (PIP) 

 Direct referral from school 

 Parental enquiries welcome 
 
Days and times 
 
This programme currently runs on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday during term time and between 10am and 
2pm 
 

    
 

What to wear: 
 

 Pupils should wear old, warm, comfortable clothes that they do not mind getting dirty, plus hat and 
gloves if cold. 

 Wellington boots can be supplied but learners are welcome to bring their own. There will be mud! 

 We have a small selection of waterproofs but encourage children to bring their own. 

 All appropriate PPE will be issued if required.  
 
Food and drink 

 Drinks available throughout day 

 Pupils should bring own packed lunch or food to prepare in on-site kitchen (microwave, toaster, electric 
cooker available) 

 Students often choose to have lunch in their classroom base, or eat outside in good weather.  

 Whirlow Hall Farm café open Wednesday to Friday 
 

 


